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Questions and Answers Regarding the Licensure Process for Social Workers:

Much of this information has been obtained via Department of Health Licensing Division and the WAC, Chapter 246-809.  For further information on the licensure process and application materials, the best source is the Department of Health Licensing Website, http://www.doh.wa.gov/LicensesPermitsandCertificates/ProfessionsNewReneworUpdate/SocialWorker/ LicenseRequirements/LicensedAdvancedSocialWorker
1) How does the process work?

There are two categories of licensure to work towards for social workers-Licensed Advanced Social Worker (LASW) and Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker (LICSW).  Both require a certain number of hours of work experience as well as supervision.  Per the DOH Licensing division, the hours needed are as follows:
LASW:  3200 hours of work experience, of which 1000 hours are direct client contact and under the supervision of an LICSW).  
· 90 hours of supervision by an LASW or LICSW who has been licensed for at least two years. 
· 50 of the 90 hours must include direct supervision by a LASW or LICSW,
· The remainder of the hours may be with an equally qualified licensed mental health provider (licensed mental health counselor, licensed marriage and family therapist, licensed psychologist, licensed physician practicing as a psychiatrist, or licensed psychiatric nurse practitioner).  
· 40 of the required 90 hours must be in 1:1 supervision, the other hours can be either additional 1:1 or group supervision.  Only a LICSW can provide the group supervision. 
· Distance supervision is limited to 40 hours.

· Continuing Education:  36 hours every two years; must include six in professional law and ethics.
· Also HIV/AIDS training (four hours) and as of January 1, 2014, suicide assessment, treatment and management (six hours).

LICSW:  4000 hours of work experience, of which 1000 must be in direct client contact, over not less than a three year period, supervised by a LICSW. 
· 130 hours of supervision by a licensed mental health practitioner (see above for definition).  

· 70 hours must be by an LICSW.  
· The other 60 hours may be with an equally qualified mental health practitioner (see above for definition).  
· 60 of the 130 hours must be 1:1, and 70 must be either 1:1 or group supervision.  
· Distance supervision is allowed for up to 60 of the required hours.

· Continuing Education:  36 hours every two years; must include six in professional law and ethics.

· Also HIV/AIDS training (four hours) and as of January 1, 2014, suicide assessment, treatment and management (six hours).

  

2) What is an “Associate LASW/LICSW”?  

An Associate is a pre-licensure candidate.  Just as there are two types of social work licensure, there are two types of Associate license-Licensed Social Work Associate & Advanced (LSWAA) and Licensed Social Work Associate & Independent Clinical (LSWAIC).  

3) What’s required to become an Associate?

An MSW or DSW from an accredited Social Work program, application and fee to the Department of Health, Four hours of HIV/AIDS education and training, and official transcripts sent directly from the graduate’s college. You would also need to pass a criminal background check.
4) Am I limited as an Associate to the type of Social Work I can do?

Associates may not independently provide social work or counseling for a fee, monetary or otherwise.  If the social worker is working under an approved supervisor, that is not considered to be independent practice.

5) Is there a limit to how long I can be an Associate?

Yes.  Associate licenses must be renewed annually, and can be renewed no more than six times.  Renewals occur on the anniversary date of issuance, thus Associates have up to seven years to gain the experience and supervision hours needed to become licensed as an LASW or LICSW.  This restriction has been a constraint for part-time workers, or those who leave the work force for extended periods.  There is reference to an “inactive” status that could allow for more time, but this could also affect employment status if the workplace requires such a credential.
6) Besides the experience and supervision hours needed to move towards licensure, what else is necessary to accomplish?

Beyond the required experience and supervision hours, candidates for licensure are required to pass a licensure examination via the American Association of Social Work Boards (AWSB).  Associates are also required to obtain 36 hours of continuing education prior to applying for the LASW or LICSW.  
7) How do I know if a supervisor is qualified?
The WAC lays out clear requirements for what constitutes an approved supervisor, and there is a form available on the DOH website that can be printed off listing these requirements. An approved supervisor should give you a signed form declaring that they meet the requirements for being an approved supervisor.
8) What jobs qualify as work experience?
There is no clear definition of what experience counts, as long as the Associate works under the supervision of an approved supervisor.
Another resource:  NASW – Washington Chapter

https://nasw-wa.org/licensure/
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