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Sharing Advances in Prevention Science 
Introducing the Progress in Opioid Misuse Prevention 
Research Newsletter 
As part of the National Institutes of Health’s Helping End Addiction Long-term (HEAL) Prevention Initiative 

(HPI), we are pleased to present Progress in Opioid Misuse Prevention Research, a newsletter that will inform 

prevention scientists and practitioners about critical research and strategies to prevent opioid misuse, opioid 

use disorder, and overdose. 

This quarterly newsletter delivers information about recent evidence in the field of substance use prevention 

emerging from the HPI, strategies for preventing disordered opioid use across different populations and 

settings, and resources offered through the HPI network of research projects. As NIH program and scientific 

officers who work with investigators across the country, we are excited to share stories of innovation and 

progress in the prevention of opioid misuse through this newsletter. The HPI consists of research projects 

funded through the NIH HEAL Initiative that aim to advance opioid prevention science in four strategic areas: 

• Risk identification

• Social determinants, health equity, and policy

• Intervention development

• Dissemination, implementation, scale-up, and sustainment

The HPI includes the HEAL Prevention Cooperative (HPC), which is a team of 10 research projects and a 

coordinating center working collaboratively with NIDA to develop preventative intervention strategies for opioid 

misuse and use disorder. The HPI also includes supplements to ongoing research studies, research 

development awards, and research training awards within the HPI strategic areas. 

We kick off our inaugural newsletter in conjunction with celebration of National Prevention Week, May 8–14, 

which brings together researchers, communities, and organizations in raising awareness of substance use 

prevention. In this edition you will find news about an upcoming webinar series; an HPC Scientist Spotlight; 

and links to resources including the HPI Annual Meeting Proceedings and recordings, scientific papers, and 

more. 

We encourage you to access proceedings and recordings from our HPI Annual Meeting, during which 

researchers, practitioners, federal funders, and other stakeholders discussed HPI scientific updates, 

prevention intervention implementation challenges, and the translation of opioid prevention research into 
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can reduce the burden of cost not only in healthcare, but also in the criminal justice, public safety, and 

educational sectors. Her blog cites studies conducted by HPC investigators. 

"Playing the long game and investing in prevention interventionscan save lives and dollars," 
Dr. Nora Volkow concluded. 

HEAL Prevention Cooperative Scientist Spotlight 
 Dr. Margaret Kuklinski 

Dr. Margaret Kuklinksi, UW School of Social Work and HEWG Co-Chair 

When pursuing her bachelor’s degree, Dr. Margaret Kuklinski never imagined she could merge her interest in 

economics and passion for social services into a single career. 

After graduate training in clinical psychology, she found that the field of prevention science offered the 

opportunity to use her expertise in cost-benefit analysis to improve population health outcomes. As a health 

economist and prevention researcher, she applies economic principles to determine whether substance use 

interventions are worthwhile investments that will make a difference in the lives of young people. 

Dr. Kuklinski is the co-chair of the HEAL Prevention Cooperative (HPC) Health Economics Work Group 

(HEWG), which includes HPC investigators who specialize in health economics and assess the cost-

effectiveness of different types of substance use prevention interventions in adolescent and young adult 

populations. In September 2021, she became the first woman director of the Social Development Research 

Group (SDRG) at the University of Washington’s School of Social Work. Pursuing organizational goals and 
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supporting fellow prevention researchers at her institution, Dr. Kuklinski succeeds her colleague Dr. Kevin 

Haggerty, also an HPC investigator, in this leadership role. 

In the past decade, health economists have played an increasingly influential part in guiding substance use 

intervention policies and implementation. Dr. Kuklinski said the primary goal of economic evaluation is to 

ensure that decision makers are making sound investments in substance use prevention. 

“Our work provides information that helps decision makers determine which interventions to implement—which 

interventions are cost-effective and effective,” Dr. Kuklinski said. “Health economic evaluation adds to the 

body of evidence that helps people decide, from among the many possible ways to improve health and well-

being, which interventions make the grade, if you will. Which of them are good investments of limited public 

dollars?” 

The HEWG provides an opportunity for HPC investigators united by a common objective of exploring the 

economics of prevention to systematically compare methods, troubleshoot challenges, share data, and 

collaborate on dissemination products. Because research projects typically include just one health economist, 

the opportunity to convene and collaborate with fellow economists across the country is invaluable, Dr. 

Kuklinski said. 

“We all have to attend to how much things cost—and showing return on investment is a powerful tool,” Dr. 

Kuklinski said. “The HEWG offers the chance for health economists to routinely put our heads together and 

ask, ‘How do you handle this, how do you handle that?’ and our work is better for it.” 

Dr. Kuklinski’s leadership on the HEWG and as the director at SDRG comes after an extended time away from 

the field. In 2001, she decided to suspend her career as a prevention scientist to focus on raising her children, 

now in their 20s. In 2011, she received a re-entry supplement from NIDA and returned to full-time work at 

SDRG. She hopes her successful rebound will inspire other researchers who are balancing family life with a 

career. “That funding mechanism was really important to reigniting my career,” she said, adding that SDRG 

has also been instrumental. “I’ll be forever grateful to NIDA and my colleagues and mentors at SDRG for 

supporting my growth as a prevention scientist, health economist, and leader.” 

In the coming months, we will share more inspiring stories from members of the HPC through the upcoming 

Women in Prevention podcast series. To learn how to share your inspiring story or nominate a colleague for 

consideration, please contact BeLinda Weimer, bweimer@rti.org. 

Do you have substance use prevention news you want to share? Please contact Sherri Spinks, 

spinks@rti.org, to share your information or get more details on anything you’ve seen in this newsletter. 


