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Two enduring questions occur with regards to how problems are framed, and programs enacted in 
countries which are the focus of international development.  First, what is the degree to which 
international development funding, research and policies recognize and respond to local knowledge 
and experiences? And, second, how do local knowledges meaningfully inform international 
development efforts? This three-paper dissertation engages these questions through research 
focused on how domestic violence (DV) service providers in Pokhara, Nepal interpreted and 
responded to information and policies from international organizations.  The central question that 
animates this dissertation is: How do service providers negotiate international and national knowledge with 
knowledge that emanates from local practice to address domestic violence?  

This question is explored through three papers. The first outlines a postcolonial framework for 
social work research in international development settings. For the second and third papers, I 
analyzed primary data from two rounds of data collection, including field observations, 15 
interviews, and 7 focus groups with service providers. Data collection was designed in consultation 
with local organizational leaders and was carried out and transcribed in Nepali language.  

My first paper describes the contributions of postcolonial theory to understanding relationships 
between policy and practice in international development settings. I trace the major conceptual 
foundations of postcolonial theory as well as its applications to international development.  I identify 
the postcolonial concept of translation as one that can guide social work researchers through the 
engagement of service provider knowledge in development settings and use my own research on 
DV practice in Pokhara, Nepal to demonstrate methodological applications of the concept.  

The second paper uses critical discourse analysis to examine how DV is constructed by Nepali 
government and non-governmental leaders and in major international policy documents that frame 
DV service provision in Nepal. The ways violence is understood shape proposed solutions and 
funding priorities. It is important to understand the degree to which understandings of DV held by 
international and more locally situated actors align and where they differ in order to begin to 
highlight knowledges that have not been privileged in international policy but are significant in local 
practice. For example, preliminary findings suggest that local practitioners tend to highlight forms of 
DV directly stemming from women’s unequal access to property and citizenship and see access to 
these as a key strategy in supporting women to live without violence. 

My third paper uses thematic analysis to examine locally available strengths and strategies that 

service providers draw on to address domestic violence. Engaging the knowledge of both 

management level and direct practitioners, this paper responds to previous inattention to local 

strengths and strategies in research publications about DV in Nepal. This paper highlights the 

conditions that make certain strategies feasible, including availability of resources, structures of 

privilege and oppression, and cultural norms and priorities related to DV and family life. 

By synthesizing the knowledge of service providers in organizations serving diverse local 

communities, the results of this dissertation support contextually and culturally informed DV policy 

and programming in Nepal and highlight the impacts of international processes and relationships 

that are relevant to other international development settings.  


