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Date _____
SOC W 600 – Independent Research in Social Work
Student's Name:_________________
Student’s UW Email address: ________________
Student’s Program (circle one):  MSW Day     
      MSW EDP   

MSW Advanced Standing    

Other program _______________________________


Year in Program _____________
Guidelines and Instructions
Soc W 600 is an independent research course to explore an area of inquiry not covered in the regular curriculum of the MSW Program.  This form contains questions which form a learning contract, a syllabus of sorts, for the quarter so that the student and faculty sponsor have the same understanding of expectations.  
Quarter ______
Year _____
Number of credits ___
(1-10 credits/quarter, 10 credits maximum)  
SSW Faculty Sponsor name ____________________________
SSW Faculty Sponsor email ____________________________
Number of credits: each credit represents a minimum of 30 hours of work.

Research Plan (please attach)
Tentative Title or Topic of Research
Learning Objectives: What is your major question? What skills do you want to learn?

Methodology: How will you carry out your research?  How will you analyze the data?

Human Subjects: Does your research include human subjects?  If yes, please describe your protocol.  If you need some assistance determining whether your project needs IRB or Human subjects review or an IRB application, look at:

http://www.washington.edu/research/hsd/    
By submitting this Soc W 600 form, you indicate that you have been advised of the need to be fully in compliance with the University of Washington Human Subjects Division’s requirements for researchers and further certifiy that you will complete (or have completed” required training in the relevant category and that you will submit (or have submitted) your IRB application for review prior to any activity that involves human subjects.

Resources and Evaluation
Specify specific books/articles that will be read:
Are any resources needed?  Are they available?:
Does this research take place at your practicum site?
What will you turn into the instructor at the end? Timeline for submission?
Faculty supervision of project (approximately when and how many times will you meet?)

Will all of the work be completed at the end of the quarter?  YES/NO  If no, how will this be handled?

Books/Articles: Please list required readings.

Resources: Please indicate other resources necessary and how they will be accessed (funding for travel, supervisory time, statistical analysis support, copying of instrument, etc.)

Research at your practicum site: If you plan to conduct research at your practicum site, you must discuss entire plan, included needed resources, with both your agency PI and your SSW Field Faculty Liaison.

Product at end of project: Please indicate what you will be turning in to your faculty sponsor in order to be evaluated for getting credit for the activity (e.g. a 8-10 page research paper with a minimum of 10 scholarly references due on June 6th.)  

Faculty Supervision: Approximately how often and when in the quarter will you meet with your faculty sponsor?
Work completed by end of quarter?  YES or NO.  If no, how will this be handled?  This should be rare although it is possible to submit more than one Soc W 600 contract at a time if it’s a multiple quarter project.
Social Work Core Competencies 
Please check the competencies that will be developed with this project:

Social Work Core Competencies (Please check all those that will apply to these studies.)

 1. Professional Identity       2. SW Ethical Principles for Practice        3. Critical Thinking        4. Diversity

 5. Human Rights & Social/ Economic Justice             6. Research       7. Human Behavior & Soc’l/Econ. Justice

 8. Policy Practice                9. Practice Context       10. Engage, Assess, Intervene & Evaluate

Signatures and Approvals

Student’s signature______________________
Date _________________

I attest that I have discussed this project with my faculty sponsor and submit it for approval.  This signature also signifies that, if the project is at my practicum site, I have discussed this fully with my agency PI and SSW Field Faculty Liaison.
Faculty Sponsor’s signature _________________________
Date ___________________

If human subjects, 

Director of Research Program’s signature _____________________________
Date _________________________

MSW Program Director’s signature __________________________
Date ________________________

If Instructor is MSW Program Director, then the Program Director signature should be done by the 

Assoc. Dean for Academic Affairs.
Return completed form with all signatures and attachments to Lin Murdock in the Student Services Office (rm 023) or via email, linm@uw.edu, to receive entry code.
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